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There’s lots more information on our website.  
To find out more or to arrange a visit, please call 01242 229511.

It is a great pleasure to introduce our sixth form to 

you and to give a brief insight into the life and work of 

our sixth form students. I am extremely proud of our 

students and the way they develop, both personally and 

academically, as we support and challenge them to grow 

and succeed during their time with us. 

Here, students are treated as young adults. Individuals are 

given greater responsibility for their learning alongside 

a school structure where our dedicated team provide 

outstanding individualised support, guidance and 

stability. We strive to provide an enjoyable, dynamic sixth 

form experience, to enable you to develop into a well-

rounded, responsible, upstanding member of society 

whilst studying in an ambitious, caring and vibrant sixth 

form community.

Our aim is to fully support you to reach your potential 

and future goals, through the development of key life 

skills, and the experience and knowledge gained through 

your chosen subjects and a wide range of extra-curricular 

opportunities.

You will be encouraged to take part in a diverse mix of 

enrichment opportunities encompassing, for example, 

Young Enterprise, Early Applicant Scheme, Duke of 

Edinburgh, sport and community volunteering schemes. 

All of these opportunities are designed to broaden your 

experience and to prepare you for life beyond our sixth 

form.

We are a happy and successful community, and one 

where the academic and personal ability of every student 

is identified, nurtured and developed. Students who are 

new to the school need not worry as you will be fully 

supported to settle in and to make progress quickly.

I very much look forward to welcoming you to 

Cheltenham Bournside Sixth Form.

Kevin Warren  

Head of Sixth Form

Welcome
Choosing where to continue your education is a 

big decision. As Headteacher, it is my privilege to 

lead our school and I hope these pages will give 

you an idea of what it is like to part of our Sixth 

Form community. 

At Bournside we empower lives through 

learning every day – through excellent teaching, 

compassionate pastoral care and a programme 

of extra-curricular activities which is second to 

none. Sixth Form is the time to really develop the 

passion that you have for your subjects, to develop 

independence and life skills that will support you in 

your next steps. It is a time to work collaboratively 

with friends, to make new ones and enjoy the 

many opportunities available to you, both within 

and beyond the classroom.

Our school crest contains our historic motto: 

‘Usque ad finem’. It means, ‘until the end’. It means 

we’ll be with you every step of the way. 

We look forward to meeting you.

Steve Jefferies  

Headteacher

Our values   
At Cheltenham Bournside School, we are: 

 

Ambitious: we aim for the very best in all we do

Curious: we have enquiring minds and are not afraid of challenge

Proud: we celebrate everyone’s effort and achievement

Purposeful: we persevere to achieve our goals and aspirations

Respectful: we care about each other and believe in equality and kindness

Supportive: we make a positive difference in each other’s lives

3t: 01242 229511 e: sixthformadmissions@bournside.gloucs.sch.uk w: www.bournside.gloucs.sch.uk/sixth-form2
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Why choose  
Cheltenham  
Bournside  
Sixth Form?
Choosing the right sixth form is an important step in preparing for future 

success. By choosing us, you can be confident you will be supported and 

challenged to excel, both personally and academically, within a strong 

school community environment. 2022 is our 50th Anniversary Year; that’s a 

landmark we are very proud of.

Wide course choice 
With more than 35 A Level and BTEC courses to choose from, we offer the 

widest range of A level and BTEC options available locally. From Mandarin 

to Media Studies, Psychology to Photography, studying with us means you 

can pick the best combination of courses to suit your interests and future 

aspirations. 

New pathways
We invest a significant amount of time in ensuring that each student is well 

suited to their subjects, and to enable this, we offer three clear pathways, 

including A Levels, BTECs or a mixture of the two, designed to help you select 

subjects with a clear route to your university, further study or career goals.

Our A Level and BTEC results are consistently above average and we 

are proud of our former students, who have gone on to universities, 

apprenticeships and successful careers.

In Sixth Form there is a network of support which ensures 

we have the skills and knowledge to create a positive 

future for ourselves. The lessons are interesting and 

interactive, and allow you to explore a variety of different 

learning techniques to find which style suits you. 

GEORGIA — PARKS HOUSE

PATHWAY 2  Studying 3 BTEC courses

PATHWAY 1  Studying 3 or 4 A levels

Entry criteria is at least a grade 4 in Mathematics and English 

Language or Literature and at least a grade 5 in your three/

four chosen subjects at A level.

Entry criteria is at least a grade 4 in Mathematics and English 

Language or Literature and at least a grade 4 in 3 related GCSEs.

PATHWAY 3  Studying a combination of BTEC courses and A levels

Entry criteria is at least a grade 4 in Mathematics and English 

Language or Literature and a bespoke offer of grade 4s and 

grade 5s depending on examination results.

5t: 01242 229511 e: sixthformadmissions@bournside.gloucs.sch.uk w: www.bournside.gloucs.sch.uk/sixth-form4
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Choosing the  
path that’s  
right for you

We are proud of our former students, who have gone on 

to universities, apprenticeships and successful careers. 

Choosing the right courses is an important step in reaching 

your future goals. Before selecting your courses you would 

like to study at Sixth Form, think about the questions 

below. We are here to help too. 

What do you enjoy?
In Year 11 you’ll be considering which subjects you enjoy 

the most, which you find stimulating and where you feel 

confident in your learning. You might already be interested 

in a certain career, or you might feel it’s more suitable to 

choose a combination of courses which keeps your options 

open. Your teachers and careers leaders will provide 

opportunities to discuss your thoughts and this process 

needs careful consideration.

Do your research
Certain university degrees or apprenticeships may specify 

course requirements, so you should research this to ensure 

you can fulfil them. Our experienced Careers Team is on 

hand to help you, but it is also worth speaking to Sixth 

Form students and others, such as undergraduates or those 

in employment, to gain perspective on your options. You 

could use online resources such as UniFrog and UCAS for 

guidance, as well as contacting universities and employers 

directly.

Where do your strengths lie?
Consider your level of interest in certain subjects as well as 

your ability. What inspires your curiosity and can you take 

it to the next level? Will the combination of courses that 

you’re keen on provide you with suitable qualifications to 

enter higher education or pursue your chosen career?

For full course details* and entry requirements, 

please see our Course Guide leaflet,  

or visit www.bournside.gloucs.sch.uk/sixth-form

Art 3D Design – NEW!

Art Graphics

Art Photography

Fine Art

Biology

Business Studies

Vocational Business – NEW!

Chemistry

Computer Science

Design and Technology: Fashion and Textiles – NEW!

Design and Technology: Product Design

Drama and Theatre Studies

Economics

English Language and Literature

English Literature

Film Studies

French

Geography

Government and Politics

Health and Social Care BTEC (Single Award)

Health and Social Care BTEC (Triple Award) – NEW!

History

Information Technology BTEC

Mandarin

Mathematics

Further Mathematics

Media Studies

Music

Music Technology BTEC – NEW!

Physical Education

Sport BTEC (Single Award) – NEW!

Sport BTEC (Double Award)

Physics

Psychology

Religious Studies (Philosophy & Ethics)

Sociology

Spanish

* All courses subject to minimum applicant requirements.

Course list:
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Outstanding  
teaching  
and facilities
Expert teachers 
Our teachers are experts in their fields, providing high-

quality teaching and support to give you the academic 

focus you need to succeed.

Dedicated space 
We develop and invest in outstanding facilities and 

resources to enable our students to be the best they 

can be. Sixth Form students enjoy their own space 

and benefits within the school, including private study 

areas, a large Sixth Form common room and a brand 

new café. Private study areas provide focused working 

environments whilst the Pitstop café provides a vibrant 

social space for students to work and socialise outside 

of the classroom, much like the professional spaces 

students will find at university or in the workplace in the 

future.

Specialist facilities 
Sixth Form students of course benefit from excellent 

resources and facilities across the whole school too. 

Our scale and space means that students benefit from 

specialist facilities across all A Level and BTEC options. 

This includes our modern well-used library, our new 

state-of-the-art Alan Turing Maths Hub and our large 

drama studio and music rooms.

To complement our rich sports provision, in the 

summer of 2021, we updated our fantastic AstroTurf 

and created a brand new gym facility which 

compliments our tennis and badminton courts, athletics 

track, sports field and three sports halls.  

All of these experiences, alongside your studies, are 

designed to broaden your experience and to prepare 

you for life beyond the Sixth Form.

9t: 01242 229511 e: sixthformadmissions@bournside.gloucs.sch.uk w: www.bournside.gloucs.sch.uk/sixth-form8



Personal  
Development  
and Growth
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Whether your passion lies in sport, art, drama, music or the 

academic side of life, beyond the classroom we offer a huge range of 

opportunities to broaden your experience, to have fun and to develop 

personal leadership skills. You have the opportunity to take part in a 

diverse mix of enrichment opportunities alongside your studies as 

part of your timetable, encompassing for example, the Early Applicant 

Scheme, Duke of Edinburgh, Young Enterprise, the Arts Award or 

community volunteering. 

As our most senior students, you are given a higher level of 

responsibility and greater flexibility to study in a way that suits you. As 

a student in Year 12 or 13, this sense of autonomy empowers you to 

develop your skills of organisation, communication and research.

Opportunities for mentoring and leadership can be found throughout 

the school. We are proud of our long-standing positive reputation 

for sport and run a thriving Athlete Development Programme which 

offers a full calendar of sports fixtures where sixth form students both 

play for, and help to manage, the top teams in the school. 

Our senior students set a positive example across the school on a 

daily basis, demonstrating leadership and commitment to learning 

through our active and rewarding House System which is at the heart 

of our school. Every student, from Year 7 through to 13, belongs to 

one of our six houses, which bring students of all ages together to use 

their perseverance, skills and talents to earn house points.

Read about our 12 current Senior House Captains online: www.

bournside.gloucs.sch.uk/latest-news/senior-house-captains

Staying on track
Throughout your studies, our experienced 

team will keep you on track with preparations 

for mock examinations, personal statements, 

university, apprenticeship and job applications 

and more.

Our careers team has excellent connections 

with businesses in key sectors across 

Gloucestershire and beyond. We’re also proud 

to have an engaged network of Cheltenham 

Bournside School Alumni, who return to share 

their experiences and tips with students.

You will have the opportunity to attend UCAS 

conventions, university open days, and to gain 

interview experience to help you with your 

next steps. The Sixth Form calendar includes 

a Careers Fair in the Autumn, an annual 

Destinations Day and Enrichment Week.

Whatever future path is right for you, we will 

help you to navigate there.

We’re lucky because our Careers Hub is so 

good. During Sixth Form you make some 

important decisions about your future and 

the help I’ve had in deciding which course 

to do at university and finding relevant 

work experience has been key.  

ALEX  — ATTENBOROUGH HOUSE

Enrichment offer

For further detail on our enrichment offer, 

please visit  

www.bournside.gloucs.sch.uk/sixth-form/

enrichment-and-destinations/

10 11t: 01242 229511 e: sixthformadmissions@bournside.gloucs.sch.uk w: www.bournside.gloucs.sch.uk/sixth-form



We are very proud of our students who have secured 

places across a range of leading universities, respected 

for their teaching and research work, and those who 

have secured places on degree level apprenticeships. In 

2021, 90% of students secured a place on their first-

choice university or degree level apprenticeship course. 

Destinations include Aberystwyth, Bristol, Birmingham, 

Exeter, Gloucestershire, Hull, Kingston, Leicester, 

London, Loughborough, Nottingham Trent, Plymouth, 

Reading, Sheffield, Southampton, Swansea, UWE and 

Worcester.

Students have gone onto study a broad range of 

subjects including Astrophysics and Space Science, 

Digital Media Production and Film Production, 

English, Fashion Marketing and Branding, Geography, 

Illustration, Interior Design, Occupational Therapy, 

Law, Pharmaceutical Science, Physics, Primary Initial 

Teacher Education, Psychology, Sport Rehabilitation 

and Zoology.

Our overall pass rate at A level in 2019 was 99% and 

almost a fifth of our A level grades were A* to A. Results 

in 2020 and 2021 were Teacher Assessed Grades.

Results and 
Destinations
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University 
Destinations 
2021

Leeds Beckett University
• Filmmaking
• Physical Activity, Exercise and Health

Swansea University
• Geography
• History
• Law
• Zoology 

University of Worcester
• Film Production and Film Studies
• Nursing (Adult)
• Occupational Therapy
• Primary Teaching - Later Years (5-11 years)

University of Exeter
• Biological Sciences
• Drama
• Exercise and Sport Sciences
• Politics and International Relations
• Sociology and Criminology

University of Southampton
• Aeron & Astro / Spacecraft Eng IPY
• English
• Geography
• Physics
• Physics with Space Science
• Psychology

Oxford Brookes University
• Criminology
• Nursing (Children’s)
• Psychology

University of South Wales
• Illustration
• Pharmaceutical Science
• Sport and Exercise Science

Nottingham Trent University
• Economics
• Fashion Communication and Promotion
• Fashion Marketing and Branding
• Media Communications and Culture

University of Nottingham
• Law
• Politics and International Relations

University of Plymouth
• Illustration
• Marketing University of Winchester

• Ancient, Classical and Medieval Studies
• Musical Theatre

University of Bristol
• English
• Spanish 
• Social Policy

University of Gloucestershire
• Architecture
• Business and Marketing Management
• Business Management
• Criminology
• Criminology and Psychology
• Early Childhood Studies
• Education
• English
• Film Production
• Law
• Marketing
• Geography
• Psychology
• Primary Education with QTS (ages 5-11) 
• Sports Journalism (with placement)

Loughborough University
• Politics with Economics

Solent University
•  Criminal Investigation with 

Forensic Psychology

Manchester Metropolitan University
• Business Management
• Fashion Buying and Merchandising
• Film and Media Studies
• Forensic Psychology
• Geography
• Marketing

UCEN Manchester
• Vocal Studies and Performance

Newman University, Birmingham
• Theology and Philosophy

University of Birmingham
• International Relations and Development University of Hull

• History

University of Reading
• Construction Management

University of Leicester
• Physics

University of Sheffi eld
• Chemistry

Liverpool John Moores University
• Sport and Exercise Science

University of Liverpool
• Sociology

Kingston University
• Media & Communication

Queen Mary University of London
• Computer Science

Royal Holloway, University of London
• Criminology and Psychology with a Year in Industry

CheltenhamBourneside university destinations 2021 A4.indd   1 26/11/2021   14:20
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Support and Wellbeing
We recognise that students thrive when they feel nurtured and supported as well as 

academically challenged. The two years of Sixth Form can be a demanding time for students 

and we are always on-hand to provide support. 

Dedicated leads for both academic and pastoral support within the Sixth Form are here to help. 

We pride ourselves on supporting you to develop mature lines of communication with your 

tutors and teachers, working together to overcome any challenges you may face during your 

studies.

You will be clear on your academic progress and goals. You will receive 3 reports per year and 

undertake mock exams at the end of Year 12 and in Year 13 to ensure you are prepared for 

your final exams. Parents will be invited into to discuss your progress each year too, alongside 

invitations to a host of drama performances, music concerts and sporting events.

Molly and Lottie, our school welfare dogs, play an important role in our pastoral team. On site 

every day, they remind us all to be present in the moment and to take care of our health and 

wellbeing.
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Application 
timeline 
Thursday 27 January 2022 
Sixth Form Open Evening  
Online application goes live:  
bournside.gloucs.sch.uk/sixth-form/how-to-apply 

Friday 25 February 2022 
Sixth Form application deadline

February to May 2022 
Applicants are invited for tours and course 
discussions. Offers are made for places on 
programmes of study

June/July 2022   
Deadline for acceptance of offer. 
Information will be shared about the start of term, 
and Inductions Days for new Year 12 students take 
place

Thursday 25 August 2022 
The big day! Your GCSE results are published and we 
need to hear from you to confirm your place

Early September 2022  
You begin your Sixth Form studies!
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Empowering lives  
through learning

We are:

Ambitious 

Curious

Proud

Purposeful

Respectful

Supportive


