
WELCOME TO 
OUR SCHOOL

PROSPECTUS 2021-22



Choosing which secondary school is right for you 

is a big decision. As Headteacher, it is my privilege 

to lead our school and I hope these pages will help 

give you an idea of what it is like to be part of our 

school community. At Bournside we empower lives 

through learning every day and in every way  - 

through excellent teaching, compassionate pastoral 

care, and a programme of extra-curricular activities 

which is second to none.

Our school crest contains our historic motto: ‘usque 

ad finem’. It means, ‘until the end’. It means we’ll be 

with you every step of the way. And it means to go 

to the utmost extreme in pursuit of excellence: to 

give your all, to travel as far as can be travelled, to 

do as much as can be done. That’s what we promise 

for our learners. That’s what we expect from each 

member of our community. That’s what it means 

to be part of Cheltenham Bournside School: the 

pursuit of utmost excellence every step of the 

way.

I look forward to meeting you.

Steve Jefferies, Headteacher

To find out more or arrange a visit,  

please call 01242 235555  

or email hello@bournside.gloucs.sch.uk 

There’s lots more information on our website  

bournside.gloucs.sch.uk
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STEPPING  
UP TO  
SECONDARY 
SCHOOL

At Bournside, we focus on understanding 

every individual’s strengths and challenges,  

so you can quickly and happily feel part of our 

school community. 

We have high expectations for learning and for 

behaviour. We want you to try your hardest in 

lessons and, through our house points system,  

we’ll reward you for outstanding ‘attitude to 

learning’ as well as great attendance, joining 

in, supporting others and your achievements 

in and outside of school.

We welcome children and families to open 

evenings, school events and daytime visits, 

from year 5 onwards. For those aiming to join 

us in year 7, we visit you at primary school, 

too. Just before you leave primary school, 

you’ll spend two days with us to get a feel for 

life at Bournside, meet your tutors and enjoy 

some fun activities with new friends.

Want to learn Mandarin? Got a passion for 

coding? Keen to try new sports? Joining clubs 

is a great way to settle in and make new friends, 

and Bournside offers so much choice. Some 

clubs are even led by students, including one  

of our choirs and a drama group. 

Throughout your time at Bournside, our 

experienced teachers and staff will challenge 

and help you to make progress in line with 

your expectations and aspirations. In your daily 

tutor session you’ll be mixing with fellow house 

members from other year groups, to encourage 

and build a supportive and engaged community 

across the school.

CONSISTENTLY GOOD 
BEHAVIOUR ENSURES 
A HIGHLY POSITIVE 
ATMOSPHERE  
IN LESSONS.
OFSTED 2016



READING  
IS THE KEY TO 
EVERYTHING

Our light, modern library is open to students 

before, during and after school hours. It’s a well-

resourced, comfortable space where book groups, 

reader-mentoring, research and quiet study can 

all take place. Our dedicated Literacy Leader and 

experienced library staff are passionate about 

books, responding sensitively to every student’s 

reading level and interests to help them make 

great, imaginative choices. 

Throughout the year lots of challenges take 

place – from composing poetry to welcoming 

published authors – as we aim to unlock a love 

of reading in every Bournside student.

We have invested in our library to enhance 

students’ enjoyment of reading and raise levels 

of literacy. We are delighted to see that more and 

more of our students are reading for pleasure 

and finding out about all forms of writing. 

Reading for pleasure is something we encourage 

because evidence shows that literacy, happiness 

and success are directly related. We know that 

nurturing reading can raise children’s progress in 

every subject at school and will enrich their lives. 

Strong literacy skills also benefit learning and 

working in the digital age.

FROM CLASSIC 
FICTION TO 
THRILLING SCI-FI, 
THERE’S A BOOK  
ON OUR SHELVES 
FOR YOU.



WE  
LOVE 
MATHS
At the heart of our curriculum is maths. 

Investing in mathematics for our students’ future 

study and career destinations, particularly as the 

cyber and coding sectors are growing fast across 

Gloucestershire and the South West, has been 

central to our school development strategy in 

recent years.

We were delighted to open the Alan Turing 

Maths Hub in 2019, a state-of-the-art facility 

housing 12 classrooms, enabling teachers 

and learners to enjoy maths in a modern, 

inspiring environment. 

Maths homework is set weekly for the whole 

school and we encourage students to embrace 

maths challenges within and outside of lessons. 

That’s why we celebrate ‘maths stars’ and award 

house points for perseverance and achievement. 

Hundreds of Bournside students have taken part 

in UKMT Individual Maths Challenges, the UK’s 

most popular maths competitions, with some 

fantastic bronze, silver and gold results across 

the school.



FROM RUGBY TO 
ROUNDERS, HANDBALL 
AND ATHLETICS, 
BOURNSIDE IS WELL 
KNOWN ACROSS 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
FOR GREAT SPORTING 
ACHIEVEMENTS.



OUTSTANDING 
TEACHING AND 
FACILITIES

We develop and invest in outstanding resources 

to enable our students to be the best they can 

be. Our drama studio and well-equipped music 

rooms provide all students with opportunities for 

creativity and expression. Every classroom in our 

maths hub has touch-screen technology,  

and many rooms have interactive white boards. 

Not only do our students exercise in the gym and 

on our Astro turf, tennis and badminton courts, 

sports field and two sports halls, these facilities 

are popular with teams and organisations in the 

local community, too. 

We teach around 45 subjects across our 

school – reflecting not only our teachers’ wide 

expertise, but also our students’ interests and 

curiosity to learn. 

We encourage all students to bring an iPad to 

school, through a purchase scheme run by an 

e-learning education charity, to help spread 

the cost. Students learn using a combination of 

apps, digital programs and traditional methods. 

This widens access to learning for all and 

ensures that our students leave Bournside as 

digitally aware citizens, who have the necessary 

skills to flourish in the modern workplace.



WHAT’S  
IT LIKE AT 
BOURNSIDE?
WE ASKED THE EXPERTS: OUR STUDENTS

LILY 
FRANK HOUSE

AT BOURNSIDE, 
THERE ARE 
AMAZING STAFF 
MEMBERS AND 
SUPPORT. OUR 
SCHOOL IS A SAFE 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
HELPS DEVELOP 
ALL THE CHILDREN 
TO BECOME EVEN 
BETTER THAN THEY 
COULD IMAGINE.

OLIVER 
ATTENBOROUGH HOUSE

I LIKE THE LIBRARY 
BECAUSE IT IS A 
NICE QUIET PLACE 
WITH LOTS OF 
GOOD CLUBS. 

I ALWAYS GOT LOST, 
BUT IF YOU ASK 
SOMEONE NICELY, 
THEY WILL POINT 
YOU IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION.
BARRY 
ROWLING HOUSE

I REALLY ENJOY BOURNSIDE 
BECAUSE OF HOW BIG IT IS. 
THERE ARE SO MANY PEOPLE TO 
BE FRIENDS WITH! THERE ARE 
ALSO LOTS OF OPPORTUNITIES 
TO LEARN NEW THINGS.

I AM PART OF THE 
LANGUAGE LEADERS 
PROGRAMME, WHICH 
MEANS THAT I CAN 
LEARN MORE OF THE 
LANGUAGES I AM 
STUDYING AND HELP 
TEACH OTHERS. 
LYDIA 
PARKS HOUSE

WHAT I REALLY LIKE 
ABOUT BOURNSIDE IS 
THE HUGE VARIETY OF 
OPPORTUNITIES.  
NO MATTER WHAT 
YOU LIKE, THERE WILL 
BE A CLUB ABOUT IT: 
SPORTS, BOARD GAMES, 
CREATING OR BUILDING! 
HARRY 
OWENS HOUSE

ELOISE 
HAWKING HOUSE



We’re one of the largest schools in 

Gloucestershire, which means we can invest 

in the teachers and facilities to expand your 

curiosity and learning. 

You’ll experience a broad and balanced education, 

which follows the National Curriculum, led by 

teachers who model excellence and inspire 

discussion and debate, independent learning, 

creativity and expression. The knowledge and 

commitment offered by so many people across 

the school – both staff and students – means 

you are encouraged to follow your passions, 

make discoveries and build your own experience. 

This could be within the classroom, the school 

leadership and support structures, at our clubs,  

on visits to shows, festivals and universities,  

or during residential trips.

CURIOSITY  
FOR LEARNING 

As you progress to years 10 and 11 and 

embark on your GCSE studies, we offer the 

most extensive variety of subjects available 

locally. We introduce many courses that may be 

new to you and in which you could excel, such as 

sociology, business studies, photography, Mandarin 

and sports studies. Our thriving sixth form also 

benefits from the broad range of knowledge and 

expertise across our teaching staff, offering over 

30 subjects.

Our aim is to invest you with the confidence, 

knowledge and skills to achieve excellent 

outcomes for your life in the modern world. 

Whatever your aspirations, we will encourage 

and support your curiosity.

Bournside students get practical at  
the Cheltenham Science Festival



People thrive when they are happy and well 

supported. That’s why we have clear and high 

expectations for our students’ behaviour in 

lessons, around the school site and in the  

wider area. We are mindful of the wellbeing  

of everyone in our school community.

Being respectful and supportive are at the 

heart of our school’s values, and we are proud 

that our students show great commitment to 

living by these principles. We have an excellent 

team of dedicated staff who listen to and 

support children if they experience anxiety or 

stress, or have heightened emotional needs. 

The safety and security of each one of us is the 

school’s priority.

RESPECT  
AND  
WELLBEING

Bournside is the first secondary school in 

Gloucestershire to have been awarded the 

Bronze anti-bullying quality mark (ABQM-UK). 

This accolade recognises the amazing work of 

our student ‘anti-bullying ambassadors’, and of 

our whole school, in upholding a no-tolerance 

approach to bullying and a commitment to 

caring for each other. Our ambition doesn’t stop 

there. We’ll work tirelessly to achieve Silver and 

Gold awards.

We organise a range of awareness events and 

activities each year to enhance our sense of 

community across the school. Students have 

their own committees and elect representatives 

from every year group and house. They 

meet regularly to hear concerns and give 

young people a voice in the direction and 

development of the school. 

I WANTED TO HELP THE 
FIGHT AGAINST BULLYING 
AND DECIDED TO BECOME 
AN ANTI-BULLYING 
AMBASSADOR. IF SOMEONE 
IS NERVOUS OF TALKING TO 
AN ADULT, THEY CAN COME 
AND TALK TO US, WHICH 
CAN REALLY HELP.
THOMAS / YEAR 9



OUR SCHOOL 
IS AN EXCITING 
PLACE TO LEARN 
WHERE EVERYONE 
CAN THRIVE: 
ACADEMICALLY, 
CREATIVELY   
AND PERSONALLY.



EVERY 
OPPORTUNITY  
TO GROW

Embarking on adventures

In years 9 to 13 you can join the popular Duke 

of Edinburgh Awards Scheme. Explorers venture 

to places like Dartmoor and the New Forest, 

develop skills and fulfil charity commitments. 

Trying something new

We also offer a great variety of weekly clubs. 

Whether you want to programme a robot, 

protect the environment or play the ukulele, 

you’ll find a club to suit your curiosity and 

talents at Bournside.  

At Bournside, we encourage all our students 

to get curious and try something new, so you 

can reach your full potential, both in and out 

of the classroom.

A busy calendar of events is woven into each 

year’s timetable, including visits to Cheltenham’s 

festivals, enterprise workshops and theatre trips, 

as well as welcoming famous speakers to school. 

Our modern foreign languages department runs 

an after-school Mandarin club so you can see 

if you want to study it at GCSE; and our young 

musicians and sports enthusiasts have a wealth 

of opportunities to perform, both at school and 

across Gloucestershire.

Our committed staff organise many overseas 

trips for students, including canoeing in 

the Ardèche region of France, skiing in 

the Austrian Alps and exploring the Great 

Wall of China. A sports tour to Canada and 

expeditions in Uganda and South Africa – 

which include charitable work – have all taken 

place with great success.



There are opportunities every day for you 

to shine – whether by completing a creative 

homework project or persevering with a 

design technology task; performing in front of 

your peers or volunteering your time to help 

someone in need.  

We celebrate effort because it will help you 

make progress in your school journey. Heads 

of houses and fellow staff will reward your 

positive attitude, newly acquired skills and 

‘going the extra mile’, so don’t hold back – 

work hard, be kind and enjoy learning!

Bournside students are encouraged to 

volunteer to support others. You can stand for 

election to the student council; become an 

anti-bullying ambassador, a reading mentor 

or a sports leader. You can even organise your 

own representative groups. 

We also offer great opportunities for everyone 

to pursue their interests, talents and curiosity. 

Our thriving music and drama departments 

showcase the immense talent across the 

school at events and concerts throughout the 

year. Students perform at local venues, such 

as Chapel Arts, and at our Christmas concert, 

held at St Matthew’s Church. Our 2019 whole-

school musical, We Will Rock You, was a 

roaring success.

From rugby to rounders, handball and athletics, 

Bournside is well known across Gloucestershire 

for great sporting achievements. Our students 

are encouraged to take part, enjoy and compete, 

enabling them to support their own health 

and wellbeing, as well as raise some significant 

pieces of silverware.

PROUD  
OF YOUR  
EFFORT  
AND TALENT



YOUR  
FUTURE  
PATH
We’ll prepare you to achieve your full 

potential at GCSE and ensure that you design 

your future in terms of careers, universities, 

apprenticeships and other training. Many of 

our students stay with us to study A levels and 

equivalent qualifications at our sixth form:  

in 2018, 98% of Bournside students were 

offered places at their preferred university. 

Throughout each year, all students are 

encouraged to consider their ongoing careers, 

skills and further study and are invited, with 

their parents and carers, to our sixth form 

and careers evenings. It’s part of the rounded 

approach we take to make sure all students 

have the knowledge they need to make the 

best decisions about their future. 

Local employers are very supportive of 

Bournside and our students. Our careers team 

have excellent connections with businesses 

and sectors across Gloucestershire and beyond, 

including in law, health, defence, engineering 

and education. Students can undertake 

work experience from year 10, and in year 11 

representatives from local organisations and 

industry engage students in incisive interviews. 

Our annual ‘Destinations Day’ is an exciting 

opportunity for year 12 students to enjoy 

practical advice and experience with experts 

in their chosen pathway, be it apprenticeships, 

employment or university. 

It’s never too soon to be thinking about your 

future options. Whatever path is right for you, 

we will help you find it.



STAYING  
IN TOUCH
Excellent communication between school and home is vital 
to support every child’s learning.

You’ll also receive a weekly e-newsletter covering 

all house and year group announcements, 

including sports fixtures and upcoming events.

Keeping updated

With our School Gateway app on your smartphone, 

tablet or computer, you can easily top up lunch 

money or report an absence. The app also tracks 

attendance, payments and timetables and sends 

any essential school notifications. 

How you can contact us

Every member of staff has a school email address, 

listed on our website, so that you can contact 

them if you need to. For academic queries, email 

the subject teacher and for other concerns the 

best point of contact is your child’s tutor. You’re 

also welcome to come and meet with staff 

members by prior arrangement to discuss  

any concerns.

How we stay in touch with you

We send you academic progress reports three 

times a year. Annual parents and carers’  

evenings are an opportunity for you to meet 

subject teachers face to face, to discuss your 

child’s progress. 

Follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram 

to catch all the latest news about our school 

achievements – we’d love you to share our 

success stories. Use our website as a resource 

for wider school information, such as curriculum 

details, policies and term dates.



CHELTENHAM BOURNSIDE SCHOOL 

WARDEN HILL ROAD
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PHONE: 01242 235555
EMAIL: hello@bournside.gloucs.sch.uk


