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JOINED UP THINKING 
  
Dear parents, 
  
I hope by now you have had a chance to read the recent inspection report. As with any school that seeks 
to be the best it can be, there are a number of areas of particular f ocus for improvement looking ahead. 
It is pleasing that the f ew areas the inspectors wish us to continue to look closely at are exactly those 
which we hav e already moved ahead with and plan to improve further. 
I thought you would f ind it helpful to have a sense of some of our priorities looking ahead. 
  
Targets and reports   

Inspectors were really pleased with the increased frequency of reports and the target focused        
approach as indeed many of you hav e told us you are too. They also feel it is quite right to be urging 
our students to achieve higher and more challenging targets than used to be the case. It is clear too 
that, whilst we have made important steps forward we have further to go with this  development. Our 
thoughts for the future include approaches to individualise the challenge. We are working with some 
of  you who have pointed out the irony of the challenge target being exceeded already by your child. 
We need processes which respond to this and ‘re-set the bar’. We feel, like some of you, that the 
presentation of the report can be further improved so that you can see more clearly what the array of 
numbers show, and in particular are therefore clearer about your child’s progress. Some of you have 
also expressed a view that we may hav e lost a personal approach with the lack of a text/written   
comment. This could be more difficult, since with the increased f requency of reports we need to 
strike a balance between the obvious gains and what you and your child may have been used to. 
However we will think more about this. We will review the timings of reports and the overall f requency 
bef ore setting next year’s calendar. The Inspectors agreed that an approach like ours has significant 
strengths. Probably the most important of these is the ability to track your child’s progress very   
carefully. We now celebrate excellent progress more f requently and systematically. We are also   
better placed to interv ene where progress may be slipping. However, any system like this must have 
the clear understanding and engagement of those for whom its benef it is intended. We are looking at 
a number of ways to engage students more in the process and really understand its benefits. 
  

Stretch for the most able  
Much of the above is relevant to this, but there are other ways of making sure this happens. It is   
important at the outset to recognise however that we are here to give a fair deal to students of all 
abilities in our school. Some of you will know about our Gifted and Talented register and the work we 
do to support your child who may be on the register. An important aspect of this is to be clear that all 
children have their own strengths and preferred approaches to learning. If your child is on this       
register his or her potential is specifically drawn to the attention of each of his or her teachers. This 
helps them be conscious of asking f or a little more, and being sensitive to approaches that work best. 
We now have extra mechanisms f or monitoring the progress of students described as Gifted and  
Talented. We also have a member of staff who seeks representative v iews of those on the register 
and we respond to these views by tailoring provision to suit. We have additional time to indiv idually 
coach and support those who benef it f rom this. 
I have always known that really secure school improvement takes time. It is v ery pleasing that the 
examination results of  our more able students are showing improvement. It is important too that this 
has not been at the expense of improv ements generally. 
 

Teaching  
It is of course impossible for the quality of teaching to be seen separately f rom any of the abov e. It is 
what we often describe as our ‘core business’. It is the most important thing we do. This is right. It is 
most of what our school is about. 
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I am hugely indebted to the day to day commitment of our teaching staff, and others who work in the 
classroom. Teaching is a massive and hugely rewarding responsibility to shoulder. I know through 
first hand experience that our teachers are invariably professional, creative and personal in their    
approach. As professionals we regularly evaluate our own core business in a detailed, rigorous and 
thorough way. Of course the quality of teaching varies to a degree. This is true of any individual 
teacher across a single day and is inevitable with such a ‘human’ activ ity. Teaching is about as   
complex an art, craft or science as there is.  
Our rigorous evaluation is completely clear that the ov erall quality of teaching is ‘good’ with much that 
is ‘outstanding’ in OFSTED terms. But then we measure it constantly. An inspection team is only able 
to look at a tiny snapshot, in our case on a single day. 
We continually further improve our overall quality of teaching with clear planning, sharing of  practice, 
support for innovation, securing morale, and using efficient processes. We also need to remember 
the importance of relationships; teacher with child, teacher with teacher and child with child. The tone 
of  this is at the heart of what makes Bournside so special. I am at one with our staff in that no matter 
how we are judged we will always seek to improve the quality of teaching and learning in the         
interests of your child. 

  
As I have said to all staff, I genuinely recognise much of our school through the recent inspection report. 
It has its place alongside extensive ev aluation of what we do, which of course is fed by reports from 
other external sources. However, nothing became fatter by merely measuring it. You can be utterly     
secure in the view, ‘the capacity for future improvement is good’. In my view, for this to be ‘outstanding’ 
would point to a school which has far less than Bournside to rejoice in and celebrate.  
  
As ever, thank you for your understanding and your support, particularly to the school’s teachers. They  
are the better for it. 
  
Allan Foulds 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Headteacher, March 2009 
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Apr il 22nd  W ednesd ay     -  Year 11 Entertainment Evening  
Apr il 27th W eek b eginn ing     -  Year 10 Exams 
Apr il 30th Thu rsd ay      -  Year 8 Parents Eveni ng 
May 5th Tu esd ay        -  Spring C oncert  
May 6th W ednesday      -  Year 10 Busi ness and Finance Sessions  
May 8th Fr iday       -  Year 11 Ball  
May 14th Thursday      - Las t day of school for year 11 before s tudy l eave s tarts .  
May 22nd and 23rd  Frid ay/Saturday     -  PA Plant Sal e 
June 8th W eek b eginning     -  Year 7 Exams 
June 15th W eek Beg inning     -  Year 8 Exams 
June 15th Monday       -  Year 7 Challenge D ay 
June 23rd Tu esday            -  Year 12 H E day and eveni ng 
June 25th Thursday        -  Grad Ball 
June 29th Monday            -  New Parents  Eveni ng (for Year 7 September 2009)  
July 1st W ednesday          -  Primary Li aison D ay 
July  1st, W ednesd ay      -  Year 12 U ni versity visit  
July 18th Saturd ay       -  PA N earl y N ew uni for m sale 
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At 9.30 in the morning on Sunday 26th April, two Bournside teachers will be on Blackheath in      
London at the starting line of  the Flora London Marathon. Alongside 46,500 other competitors, they 
will be running all 26 miles and 385 yards of the marathon course, ending up outside Buckingham 
Palace in The Mall sev eral hours later. 
 
Mr Lockyer (Head of History) is a competitive runner who completed the London Marathon in 2007 
in a time of 3 and a half hours. His target this time is sub 3 hours, and as a part of his preparations 
he is taking part in the Taunton Marathon on Sunday 5th April. Two marathons in one month will be a 
pretty amazing achiev ement! 
 
Mrs Warren (Science) is no longer such a f it young thing but she has been back in training f or     
sev eral months having also run the marathon in London 2 y ears ago, when she completed the 
course in 5 hours and 52 minutes. Her target this time is to f inish in one piece, and pref erably a bit 
f aster than this! She is undertaking this huge challenge f or her own v ery special reason - to raise as 
much money  as possible for CLIC Sargent, the charity that cares for children with cancer, in     
memory of her son who died of a brain tumour 12 years ago, just bef ore his tenth birthday. To   
sponsor her, you can go to www.justgiving.com/aliwarren or f ind her in school with her sponsor 
f orm! 

��	������������������������	������������������������	������������������������	����������������������� ���
 

Can you help? 
 
Following the success of last y ear’s People to People programme we hav e been asked if we can 
host 40 American students again this year. We are therefore looking for v olunteer f amilies who can 
offer them a bed f or 3 nights between the 2nd and 5th July. 
 
For those of you who have never been involv ed bef ore but may be interested in participating an idea 
of the proposed timetable is outlined below. 
 
· Students arrive at school approximately 6.00pm on Thursday 2 nd July. 
· Students spend Friday 3 rd  July in school with our children. 
· Saturday 4 thJuly is spent with host family and a disco and BBQ will be h eld at the 

school in the afternoon/evening. 
· Students depart from school approximately 9.30am Sunday 5 th  July. 
 
Although this is not an exchange programme families who hav e play ed host in the past are still in 
touch with each other and sev eral hav e been across to the USA as a guest of their student.  
 
If  you have any questions or would like further inf ormation please contact Andy Alcock on 699037 or 
email parents@bournside.gloucs.sch.uk. 
 
Just a reminder that the ever popular bedding plant sale is being held on Friday 22 nd  and  
Saturday 23 rd May. 

Mrs Warren 
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Bournside students and staff 
raised £1753.45 towards Comic 
Relief . The students participated 
in a non-school uniform day with 6 
Year 8 students participating in a 
sponsored silence which I’m sure 
was a blessing for some teachers!�
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Throughout this edition of Bournside Today there are Easter eggs hidden within the pages. If y ou 
can find them all, y ou could win an Easter egg. To enter, email y our answer along with y our name 
and tutor group to bournsidetoday @bournside.gloucs.sch.uk f or your chance to win an Easter egg. 
Emails must be  receiv ed by end of school Friday 24th April.  The winner with the correct answer will 

be selected randomly. Here are some 
Easter eggs to get you started.   

� !���������" 	�
��
If y ou are interested in participating in Duke of Edinburgh awards please contact Mr Blakesley for 
more inf ormation. Below are the upcoming dates f or Duke of Edinburgh expeditions.  

Sun 29th M arch Year 11  Sil ver prac tice day wal k 
Fri 24th April to Sun 26th April Year 12/ 13 practice expedition, Gol d 

Sun 3rd M ay Year 10 Bronze pr actice day wal k 
Sun 10th M ay New Y9 T aster Wal k,  Br onze 

Sat 16th May to Sun 17th M ay Year 10 Bronze Expediti on (campi ng) 
Sun 7th June New Y9 Bronze Practice Wal k 
Sat 27th to M on 29th June Y11 Sil ver Expediti on (camping) 

Wed 8th to Sun 12th Jul y Year 13 fi nal  Gold Expedition 
Summer Ho lid ays    

Fri 25th to Sun 27th Sept New Y11 Pr actice Sil ver Expediti on (camping) 
Sat 3r d Oc t to Sun 4th Oc t New Y10 Br onze Practice Expedition (camping) 

Fri 9th to Sun 11th Oct Gold Pr actice Weekend for Y13 (camping) 
November 2009 or Jan 2010 Out of  Season Y12 weekend prac tice (No C ampi ng), Gol d 
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The maths department hosted the first team maths    
challenge on the 13th February where ov er 50 year 
10 pupils took part.  The ev ent consisted of two 
rounds of gruelling maths questions which pupils 
answered in teams of 3 or 4.  In the second round, 
the teams participated in a relay race, running to get 
the next question once they had a correct solution. 
Fun was had by all and the groups were in high   
spirits. Congratulations go to the winning team who 
not only won respect of their peers but receiv ed the 
ultimate prize of a maths book full of puzzles 

$��������%���&�����'$��������%���&�����'$��������%���&�����'$��������%���&�����'� ���
The Social Science department are celebrating the success of the recent January exam results. 
Sixty one students sat the January exam, of which, twenty-four  students achiev ed an ‘A’ grade,   
sixteen received a ‘B’ grade and 10 received a ‘C’ grade. One group, aptly known as 12A managed 
to get twelve  of the twenty -four A’s and one student, Alex Lignelli, managed to achiev e f ull marks 
(80 out of 80).    
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
One of  the groups teacher’s, Miss Smith, has made a wager with the students that she would sit the 
AS business exam this summer and the students were determined to beat her score. Miss Smith 
said “I am v ery proud and delighted with the perf ormance of the students, they are a great bunch of  
y oung people who are determined to succeed howev er, they hav e left me thinking I wished I hadn’t 
made that wager; I certainly hav e a lot to live up to now, don’t I, Alex?”  
The other ‘A’ grade students are – Tom Boskett, Ev ie Hooper, Adam Humpherson, Shann Korant, 
Aaron Webb, Jordon Potts, Chintan Amlani, Harry Booty, Ella Parry, Faehana Sy eda and Rebecca 
Wood. 

Miss Smith 

Mr Hudson 
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Gold Cerficates  
Nathan Evans  Year 10 
Selina Islam   Year 9 
Victoria Durrant  Year 9 

Bronze certificates 

Shane O’Connor  Year 10 
Tom McGrath   Year 10 
Sian Reis   Year 10 
Stephen Sutton  Year 10 
Lydia Donaldson  Year 10 
Andrew Provan  Year 10 
Andrew Tribe   Year 10 
Alex Gale   Year 10 
Paul Bow en   Year 10 
Lauren Cox   Year 10 
Fiona Robertson  Year 10 

Jack Horrell   Year 10 
Georgia Flook  Year 10 
Hannah Cook  Year 10 
Sam Hession   Year 10 
Alex Weston   Year 10 
Cassi Chapman  Year 9 
Ellen Pearce   Year 9 
Callum Hart   Year 9 
Adam Cox   Year 9 
Iain Greig   Year 9 

Ruben Cane   Year 10 
Jacob Day   Year 10 
James Field   Year 10 
Louise Kimpton  Year 10 

Silver Certificates 
Harriet Oddy   Year 9 
James Kuk   Year 9 
Hayley Webb   Year 9 
Jonathan Laszlo  Year 9 

(���	�������(���	�������(���	�������(���	�����������
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Ov er 70 students f rom Years 9 and 10 took part in the Intermediate Maths Challenge in February. 
This is the second of the three annual competitions f or different age groups taken by students 
throughout the UK, with pupils answering 25 problems of a mathematical nature in an hour. Bournside 
pupils perf ormed extremely well, with a very  high proportion of  over half of  our entrants gaining a   
certif icate f or their efforts. Many  congratulations to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Of special note is the performance of Victoria Durrant and Selina Islam who both qualif ied, by virtue of 
their high scores, f or the f ollow-on round which is (bizarrely  enough) called the grey kangaroo. It is a 
more challenging paper of problems which is taken only by the very  best mathematicians of  their age 
group in the country. They hav e just completed this and are now awaiting their results. 
 

Mr Alexander 
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Late in Nov ember, three pupils f rom the school competed in this ESU competition.  
 
In the f irst round of the competition our team, consisting of a speaker, questioner and chairperson, 
had to compete against fiv e local schools. Our speaker, Duncan Mitchell, had a choice of titles and 
opted to address this issue: “Detention without trial is the biggest threat to democracy ”. Our      
Questioner, Adam Crozier, had to prepare for his challenge against another team’s speaker, with no 
opportunity to know the topic f or debate bef ore the competition itself. Similarly, Jess Plowman, as 
Chairperson, would be challenged to f amiliarise herself with another team’s speaker and topic only 
half an hour bef ore the competition began. 
 
They  were superb. Jess was a charming Chair; Adam was a tenacious Questioner; Duncan was an 
outstanding Speaker. We won our heat and Adam Crozier was awarded a prize f or “Best         
Questioner”.  
 
So, on to the Cotswold heat in February! We knew that this would be a tough event. Staged in the 
Cheltenham Council Chamber – on the night bef ore the snows came – this event was v ery well   
supported by parents and councillors. Our team were excellent again and many remarked on their 
perf ormance… but we were not the best. That accolade went to Cotswold School - who have just 
been knocked out in the regional final by Magdalen School in Oxford. 
 
It was a pleasure to train such committed and reliable students. Cheltenham Bournside will be back 
next year, building upon this year’s success. 

Mrs Hanna 

-.���)���/�	�)
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MOPA Theather Company  – an entertaining and talented 
trav elling theatre company – v isited the school in early 
March. Their brief was to prepare all of our Year 9 for 
their coming GCSE study of a Shakespeare play. 
 
Far f rom just presenting drama to the pupils, MOPA’s   
approach was to ask the pupils to join the actors on stage 
as they told the story of “Macbeth”. Enthusiastic           
v olunteers became the hooded witches, galloping      
messengers, bewildered thanes, the evil Lady Macbeth 
and ev en the tragic hero himself. For some this was their 
f irst chance to tread the boards: all took part with gusto 
and a f ew – clearly – hav e a f uture in theatre ahead of 
them!  
  
Pupils also had the chance to rev isit their study of 
“Romeo and Juliet” when they considered the dramatic 
purposes of a Shakespearean Prologue, as well as being 
taught some of the stagecraft inv olved in f ight scenes.  
 
 It was a v ery enjoyable morning for both pupils and staff. 

Mrs Hanna 
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This edition’s theme f or Bournside Today ’s photography competition was ‘STREET STYLE’. You 
were asked to interpret this in any way  y ou wanted. What we were looking for is a great idea in the 
winning photo. It didn’t matter if you used the best camera in the world or y our camera phone. We 
wanted to see what ideas y ou could come up with. I would like to thank all who entered and hope 
y ou will all participate in the next competition. The winner was Emily Boskett 10p1 who took this 
interesting image of shoes walking along a pav ement. Emily said “I took this photo of different 
shoes on a pavement. This is to represent the footsteps of all the different people who walk there 
everyday, they are all unique and have their own style.” Emily has won a £20 iTunes or Amazon 
v oucher. I would like to thank  the PA for donating the prize f und and the art teachers for being our 
judges . 

 

 



10  

 )
��!� ������������������������ ���!�2 *�
In preparation for our media studies coursework, some Year 12    
students experimented with make up, learning how to use it    
effectiv ely in our horror f ilms. Dressed in smart-cash clothing, art 
technician Kat first created a f lesh wound on my face by simply 
sticking latex on it, and putting layers of paint on, one by  one. 
The class looked on in horror as she poured the fake blood onto 
my f ace, realising that at some stage we’d all have to hav e this 
done to us. Make up is an 
integral part of the marking 
scheme f or our coursework, 
as it shows creativ ity within 
our piece. We then had to 
make these horrif ic wounds 

f or ourselves, f irst   
apply ing the latex, 
shaping it to make 
it look like a     
genuine scabby 
abrasion, painting 
it, and simply    
patting it with 

cheap foundation so it blended in with 
the skin. Despite none of  us hav ing 
any experience with make up, the 
wounds came out surprisingly  well 
and g en ui ne ly  l o o k e d  l i k e      
s o m e o n e h a d      randomly come up 
to us and bitten in to our arm. Students wanting to take media 
studies as an A lev el will likely get to take part in this once in a 
lif etime workshop, something we all recommend y ou should do. 

John Peters 6th form 
 
 /������&�����
The Orphanage  

 
From the first scene, of children dressed in unif orm that dates from the 
early 1940’s Spain, y ou will be gripped to y our seat as this spine tingling 
head spinning rollercoaster of a f ilm starts off. Bay ona takes y ou on an 
amazing journey through the story of this film, as middle aged Laura       
returns to her childhood home, an orphanage, to f ind that her childhood 
friends who died of various diseases are still haunting the house. As they 
stay there longer the children start to play  games with Laura’s adopted son 
Simón. The exhilarating ride that Bayona takes Laura on will have you 
reaching f or the nearest cushion, scarf or body to hide behind as this 
adrenaline pumping story unfolds in front of us. Bayona has done it again! 
 
8/10  

Released – May 20th 2007 
Certificate – 15 
Director – Juan Antonio Bayona 
Cast – Geraldine Chaplin, Belen Rueda, Fernando Cayo, 
 Rodger Princep, Mabel Rivera 
Screenwriter – Sergio G. Sanchez Louise Soule's  
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Eternal Sunshine Of The Spotless Mind 

Plot: Shy Joel Barish (Carrey ) meets free-spirited Clementine (Winslet) 
and they  start a rocky  relationship. One day she seems not to recognise 
him and Barish discov ers she has visited Lacuna Inc. and had all     
memories of him wiped. An angry Joel decides to undergo the same   
procedure, but begins having second thoughts, and so begins the      
journey though some of the most painful and happiest memories of his 
lif e with Clementine.  
 
Ok its an old film, but f or those out there how have yet to see, y ou’re in 
f or a treat. Eternal Sunshine is truly a one of a kind film, its beautif ully 
shot, brilliant ideas and great acting. Jim Carry is the one who really 
stands out in the film, Carrey spends his dramatic ego keeping that fa-
mous comic personality on a tight leash thoughout the film and boy  does 
it pay  off for him. One of the best perf ormances I hav e ever seen of  Car-
rey and with strong performances by all members of  the cast, the f ilm 
mov es along wonderf ully. Winslet creates great chemistry  with her co-

star and there is nev er a dull moment between the two, with one of the most realistic on screen 
couples of all time. 
  
 The f ilm is part fev er dream and part chamber piece; howev er it does take a long time bef ore any 
sunshine at all breaks into what is a conf using and occasionally a bitter f irst half. Howev er, once 
Joel's subconscious decides that the procedure is a bad idea and enlists the 'memory' of 
Clementine in a daring escape plan, the movie picks up pace and starts to explore comic  areas – 
teenage humiliation, suppressed trauma – that play to Carrey's obvious strengths and best      
showcase the undoubted v isual v erve of Gondry. The dazzling editing alone demands attention to 
the f ilms themes and ideas. A final, bittersweet end seals the deal; the mov ie has travelled into light 
but the memories of darkness past can never be entirely wiped away , the mov ie has perf ectly    
captured the entire arc of a relationship between the perf ectly cast characters.  
  
Verdict  
 OK so Eternal Sunshine is not particularly f unny, or even very sunny, but it is as wonderf ul as it is 
weird. Some people may find the early going tough, but this remarkable mov ie is in possession of a 
serious mind and a rare, true heart.  It is truly a modern day classic.  

 

 
 
Seen the film, then why not try the book?  ‘The Reader’ by Bernhard Schlink 
was made into the f ilm starring Golden Globe and Oscar winner, Kate Winslet 
and is a powerf ul novel which will stay with you long after y ou’ve turned the 
f inal page! 
 
‘This mes merising novel is a story of love and secrets, horror and              
compassion, unfolding against the haunted landscape of post-war Germany.’ 
Western Morning News  

Released – May 20th 2007 
Certificate – 15 
Director – Michel Gondry 
Cast – Jim Carrey, Kate Winslet, Kirsten Dunst, Tom  
Wilkinson, Elijah Wood, Mark Ruffalo 
Screenwriter – Charlie Kaufman 

If you would like to write a film review then please email it to bournsidetoday@bournside.gloucs.sch.uk 

10/10  
 
Andrew Trafford 
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Professional photographer Huw Davies worked with Ye ar 10 students 
studying Art and Media Studies 
 
Prof essional photographer Huw Dav ies v isited the school to work with a group of 15 students ov er 
two day s. On the f irst day Huw introduced students to his work, explaining the influences on his   
photography  for the f ashion and music industries as well as his work in the field of f ine art. Students 
were then taught a range of  skills in terms of lighting and composition, taking images of themselv es 
in different locations within the school.  Using Adobe Photoshop students ended the day              
manipulating these images in different way s under the guidance of Huw.  
   
On the second day the group were on location at Lansdown Studios, a group of recording studios in 
Cheltenham. Huw set the group the challenge of f orming imaginary rock bands and creating a series 
of promotional photographs.  Using the skills that they had gained during the first day, the students 
worked creatively  in teams to design sets, experiment with props and take the photographs.  All the 
students were involv ed as both band members and photographers, with Huw sharing his experience 
of lighting, composition and design.  Each of the bands – Urban Candy, Retro Volume and Trash 
Dummies – created their own distinctiv e promotional look, the result of caref ul planning, creativ e 
teamwork, skilf ul photography ……and some serious f un! 

 
 



13  

 

Mr Lever    

Congratulations to all students involved. 
 
OpenWest, featuring the work of all students, was on show at Chel tenham Museum and Art 
Gallery from 28 th  February to 27 th  March.  

 
“Keep taking photographs – I see a lot of 
potential for future Rock photographers.  
Who knows, we might even be working 
together professionally some day.  That 
would be awesome!”    Huw Dav ies  
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Fairtrade Fortnight– ran from 23 rd February to the 6 th March 2009 
We decided to join in the global mov ement f or promoting Fairtrade by organising ev ents in school to 
get ev eryone thinking about the issues surrounding the buy ing of f air-trade products.  The theme 
this year was “Go Bananas” and so we based all our activ ities around this theme.  Our activ ities 
were Banarang, Banana World Record eating attempt and two cake sales/coffee mornings where 
we sold f air-trade tea, coffee and hot chocolate and homemade fair-trade cakes.  We raised ov er 
£100 f or the Fairtrade Foundation and that money will now be added to f undraising efforts all around 
the world to help farmers in dev eloping countries.  At our World Record ev ent, ov er 100 people 
came along and ate a f air-trade banana, including Mr Foulds as y ou can see f rom the newspaper 
article below. 427,812 people took part globally!!    We also gained lots of evidence that we could 
use f or our CAS programme – part of our IB Diploma.  Thank y ou f or supporting the cause and we 
hope y ou now think more about what you buy in the supermarket – Buy Fairtrade, it does make a 
difference! 
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What is the cost of going to University? 
 
Year 13 students are currently apply ing online for financial support to see them through University . 
 
2006 saw the introduction of a new system of University  finance. Whilst the new system will           
undoubtedly  increase student debt in many  cases, a detailed look at the practicalities reveals some 
interesting changes; 
      * Universities can now charge students up to £3225 per y ear tuition fees- ov er 
          95% of universities charge the f ull amount. 
 
· Students are not presented with a bill at the start of each years course. Fees are now be added 
to the student loan and repaid according to income after  graduation. 
· Student Grants (non-repay able) of up to £2,906 per y ear hav e been introduced for students f rom 
low-income f amilies .If the income of a students household is £25,000 or less they will be entitled to 
a f ull grant of £2,906. A partial grant will be av ailable for students with a household income of up to 
£50,020. 
· All Universities that charge the full £3,225  f ee MUST offer a scheme of bursaries to widen      
access to their courses. The only  problem is that these can  vary  (sometimes significantly ) between 
different univ ersities. 
Repay ment of student debt is linked to income after graduation. Students only start repayment once 
their income goes beyond £15,000 per y ear. 

So, if a student is earning £20,000 per year…….. 
           Before tax………..£384 per week would pay back….. 
                the sum of         £8.65 per week. 
 
 
Recent research indicates that graduates earn on average £160,000 more than non-
graduates over their working lif e, but this does v ary by subject; 
 
Medicine     £340,315 
Engineering £243,730 
Maths          £241,749 
Business      £184,694 
Languages   £96,281 
Humanities  £51,549 
Arts             £34,494 

 
 
Tuition f ees are capped at this limit until 2010. It is possible that any 
cap will be remov ed at this point and competitiv e Univ ersities may 
signif icantly increase tuition f ees. 
 
If y ou are a parent of a student in Year 12 and would like to find out 
more about applying to Univ ersity and student finance then do come 
to our Higher Education Ev ening For Parents on Tuesday, 23rd June 
at 7.OO pm. There will be a presentation in the Hall before a chance 
to retire to the library, to ask questions and meet careers advisors. 

 
      Visit www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance  for more information. 

Mr Williams 
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It has been a pleasure to organise Science and Engineering week at Bournside. The f irst session 
was dissecting f ish, this was an extremely popular one and left a lasting impression on the pupils not 
to mention the lasting stench! Tuesday was exploding Chemistry with Mr Lewin and Mr Staley this 
went down a blast!! Wednesday  was building towers out of  spaghetti and the group that could build 
the highest tower to support an egg would win. Thursday was memory tests and the session was 
run by the following y ear 11 pupils Matthew Constance, Emily Gadsden, Charlotte Moore, Edward 
Nev il, Hanni Branton and Jasmine Fisher. This was nice to see the older pupils helping the y ounger 
ones. Last but certainly not least was red bouncing custard balls. This was run by Miss Allsopp and 
this was a messy end to the week but thoroughly enjoyed by the pupils. 
 
 

" Science and engineering week was really fun because each 
day the experiments were f un but some were chal-
lenging and some were loud but ov erall the week 
was f un with a challenging aspect to it"  Isobel 

Mr Roberts 
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On Monday 16th March nine Bournside year 10s joined 
students from Winchcombe, Christ College, Balcarras 
and Pates for a chance to find out what going to         
Univ ersity to do a degree in Chemistry would be like. 
 
The day  was run by  research scientists f rom Bristol Uni-
v ersity which has one of the biggest and most success-
f ul Chemistry Departments in the UK. During this lecture 
there were several awe inspiring demonstrations includ-
ing explosions and colourf ul chemical reactions. At one 
stage the lecturer froze a banana in liquid nitrogen and 
was then able to use it as a hammer, the liquid nitrogen 

was later 
poured under the students’ chairs to prov e it was cold! 
There was a chance to talk with world experts on areas 
of science such as  drug sy nthesis and bacteria that live 
in extreme places, may be even on other planets. 
 
During the day students also had a chance to rotate 
around sev eral practical activities where they tried out 
adv ance lab techniques like thin layer chromatography, 
they  used cheap supermarket gin to make f uel cells and 
sy nthesised their own ny lon. At the end of the day they 
got to keep a sample of thermosetting plastic they had 
f ormed and a goodie bag including a memory stick. 
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There is now an established science club at Bournside which runs Thursdays after school 3.10pm to 
4.10pm. Science club is open to all year 7’s. It is now finished f or the term but if you would like to 
join next term there is a sign up sheet in Lab 5. 

 
“Science club is fantastic because you get to do different things 
ev ery week on Thursday after school. 
One of our f avourite science clubs was the egg parachute        
experiment because it was spectacular. We got to build our own 
parachute and then drop the eggs off the K block but trying to get 
as close to the target as possible without the egg cracking. Most 
of the eggs cracked but a few stay ed whole. 
It was also f un when we made our own bird f eeders out of nuts, 
special tree bird f ood, honey, f at and lots more. Becca Scarrows 
bird f eeder got eaten by lots of birds.” 
 
Picture left, students make rockets by using their knowledge of 
the reactions of acids to turn lucazade bottles, vinegar and    
cooking ingredients into self-propelled rockets with Mrs Corbin. 
These were f ired in barrages at the sound of a hooter. 

Mr Lewin 
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After nine months, hundreds of rehearsals and auditions, countless hours of toil, ‘Les       
Miserables’ - the Years 7-13 2009 school show - sold out for all f ive of its March                  
performances.  

The semi-operatic musical style of ‘Les Miserables’ made huge demands of our students. I 
suspect, however, that this was why the production proved such an  astonishing triumph in 
the end: Bournsiders are at their best when faced with something which the outside world 
may consider to be mission impossible. Well, mission impossibl e turned into mission         
accomplished! 

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who gave unstintingly and cheerfully of their time in being a part 
of the show, for supporting us along the way or for be ing a part of the audience. Every single 
one of you helped to make the magic happen!   

Mr Fredrickson 
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Now as we sit and reflect back ov er the past six months of  hard work and dedication put in by  staff 
and students alike, we hav e never been so proud to be a part of such a powerf ul perf ormance. We 
started off with being faced with one of the most complicated plot lines many of  us hav e ever read; 
and the knowledge we only  had song to aid us in telling the story. This challenge is what has made 
us such a close group of friends rather than just a cast. Every one putting in their all at all of our 
many  rehearsals; we can safely  say that there wasn’t one rehearsal we didn’t enjoy  even when just 
sitting around y ou could sit back in awe and watch others rehearse. We both agree we found      
ourselv es shocked at the immense talent of the group down to ev ery last member; each and ev ery 
one of  us responsible f or the final result. It is clear we enjoy ed the songs as we all mimed along 
backstage. We are going to take this opportunity to thank the amazing staff, students and ev en    
v olunteers from outside the school who put in so much time and effort. It all came together on the 
f ive perf ormance nights and on the last night, no one could hold back their emotions, not just the 
sadness to leav e such an incredible play but to say good by e to such an amazing group of y ear 13’s 
who hav e put in so much effort, not just this year but in prev ious perf ormances. They will be greatly 
missed and they hav e left us with an incredibly  high standard f or us to live up to. We shall miss the 
show greatly and our Wednesdays and Fridays after school will f eel quite empty without it. 
 
By Eponine and Madame Thenardier aka Georgia Steed and Catherine Faulkner. 



21  

 



22  

 



23  

 1�	����
The Year 13 February Half-Term History Trip to Berlin 
was f ull of snow, bratwursts and sightseeing.  After 
landing a blizzard struck Schoenberg airport, 16        
students and 3 members of staff rushed to f ind a       
late-night German restaurant that served traditional 
German sausages. The next day  involv ed a guided tour 
of Berlin.  We were giv en an entertaining ov erview of  its  
history and got to see many of the major attractions,   
including the Brandenburg Gate, Berlin Wall, Jewish 
Memorial and the site of  Hitler’s bunker.  On Tuesday 
we v isited the stark, y et incredibly mov ing              
Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp where ov er 
50,000 Jews, Communists and other enemies of the  
Nazis were 
shot, hung or 

gassed during World War Two.   
 
The Holocaust is arguably the most horrif ic ev ent in      
history and visiting a place where some of the killings took 
place certainly had an impact upon all the students.  The 
tour made them appreciate where racial prejudice and   
intolerance of other people’s beliefs and lifesty les can    
ultimately lead if good people do nothing to stop ev il.  On 
our f inal day we v isited Germany’s impressiv e parliament 
building, the Reichstag, where we were able to get a    
superb panoramic v iew of  the city  before leav ing snowy 
Berlin f or positively tropical England. 
 Mr Lockyer 

If you enjoyed reading the ‘Twilight’ series by Stephanie Meyer and are looking for     
something to read next, why not try ‘The Last Vampire’  series by Christopher Pike? 
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‘Outside of a dog, a book is a man’s best f riend.  Inside of a dog, it’s too 
dark to read.’ 

     Groucho Marx 
 
If  you like ghost stories, why not try ‘Breathe’ by Cliff McNish? 
Jack's used to danger. His asthma has nearly killed him more than once. 
But his new home has a danger he's nev er known   before - the spirits of 
the dead. 
They  can't breathe, but in Jack's house they CHASE, HIDE, SCREAM. 
Only Jack can see them. Only he can hear them. And only he can learn 
their secrets in time to sav e himself... and his mother... 
Written by a gifted storyteller, ‘Breathe’ is a chilling tale about a haunted 
house, ghost children and a ghost mother.  Prepare to be scared! 
 
'Just the thing f or adolescents in search of something engagingly        
horrible ... startling.' - The Independent 
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Year 7-9 Cheerleading 
Tuesdays after School a group of girls have been getting         
together to learn to Cheerlead. They hav e learnt new gy mnastic 
and dance mov es as well as learning to lift each other and …f ly!!  
 
Year 11 Girls Fitness Sessions 
A group of Year 11 girls hav e been over to leisure @ to take part  
in v arious f itness classes. We have done Body combat and body  
balance and the instructor Natasha is going to come in to School after  
Easter to deliver the final few sessions on site.  

 
Year 8/9 Golf 
A group of 11 golf ers have been taking part in some coaching sessions. 
We had 6 sessions at Bournside led by the Pro from Brickhampton Golf 
Club and have had the f inal 2 at Brickhampton on the 9 hole course. All the 
students have had a lot of f un and really improved their golf  over the 8 
weeks.  
 
Year 7-11 Break Dance 
Stan f rom Coady Crew is currently running Break Dance sessions on 
Thursdays after School in the Gym. All abilities are welcome!  
 

Year 7/8 Table Tennis 
There are a regular 15 – 18 students turning up to play some table 
tennis on a Friday afternoon. They  are giv en the opportunity to        
dev elop their skills with an excellent coach f rom Cheltenham Table 
Tennis Club.  

 
Year 7-9 Gymnastics 
The Gym club linking with Rowan Gym Club is 
continuing to thrive. The club is f ull and the         
students enjoy using all the specialist equipment 
and hav ing the excellent coaching that the club 
prov ides.  
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On Tuesday 3rd March Year 12 Philosophy and Ethics and IB students joined together in the main 
hall to learn how to Argue to Win. Dav id Webster from the University of Gloucestershire came into 
school to explain to these students what makes arguments weak and so how to argue against them.      
Students then worked in groups to find f aults with arguments put f orward in the media. This          
experience should help these students to become even better at arguing to win.  
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Mrs Pauling and Mrs Birks hav e been working hard to identify 
and off er additional support to the most talented students in 
Years 7-10, with over 100 on our department register. On    
Tuesday 3rd February for one hour students f rom each y ear 
group were giv en a session on core stability and injury          
prev ention f rom Dan Fivey, a internationally renowned fitness    
instructor. Students were given the opportunity to attempt      
different f undamental skills which were transf erable to their   
specif ic sports. It was a successf ul morning, with all students        
enthused and keen to develop f urther in order to reach their          
potential. 
  
The talent we hav e at Bournside is fantastic across a range of 
sports including kay aking, boxing, bowls, kick boxing, squash 
and many more. Indiv idual prof iles to follow.....watch this space! 
 

An initiative has been re-launched at Bournside 
called Sky  Living f or Sport. This is a national   
programme that has been created by Sky sports 
in conjunction with the Youth Sport Trust. The 
programme uses the power of  sport to re-engage 
pupils in all aspects of school lif e. Currently    
Liv ing f or Sport is being run with a small group of 
y ear 9 boys with an outside coach delivering a 
series of breakdance sessions. The boys are 
also targeting an ev ent during National School 
Sport Week, at the end of June, to demonstrate 
the skills they hav e learnt and will be performing 
at a school based ev ent called Mega Mix which 
incorporates a wide v ariety of aesthetic           
perf ormances. 

Last Dance Evening 
 
The y ear 11 GCSE Dance students perf ormed an 
ev ening of entertainment to friends and f amily with 
a Last Dance Evening. This provides an opportunity 
f or all students to perf orm their final examination 
pieces before their actual exam.   
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Mrs Birks  
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Unf ortunately all squads have been hit by the weather and fixtures hav e built up to a back log at the 
end of term, with many players involv ed in both netball and hockey matches, meaning training has 
been attended sporadically by  some!! Howev er they hav e all been a pleasure to coach, their talent, 
dedication and enjoyment of  netball make extra-curricular clubs one of the highlights of my day, we 
are nev er short of humour either! 
  
Year 12/13 Senior Squad  hav e flourished throughout the season under the enthusiasm and     
leadership of  'Mol & Hol', otherwise known as Molly  Fielding & Holly Mortlock! They  have been well  
supported by the impressive perf ormances by Kat Stranks, Justine Yeadon & April Heath, whilst the 
f ollowing players have been vital members of the squad Megan Stephens, Becky Waterhouse 
and Bleu Monstad. They  have produced wins against CLC, Newent, Kings, Tewkesbury  a draw with 
Chosen Hill and narrow loses to Denmark Road and Dean Close. 
  
Year 11 Netball Squad consists of eight stalwart members, who have produced some brilliant    
perf ormance ov er the season. Carly Hewitt (Capt) and Sam Clark have established a f antastic    
rapport in their shooting positions, alway s gaining a high percentage of accuracy. Bonnie 
Mackenzie, Becci Brown and Rachel Price work tirelessly in the centre court, whilst the def ensiv e 
trio of Tulumba Kapumba, Abi Weir and Rachel Campbell are a formidable force. Wins have been 
clocked up against CLC, Cotswold, Denmark Road and a draw against Dean Close, a f antastic    
record girls, well done. 
  
The current y ear 11's and 12's will make up the senior netball team next year, so I am hoping for a 
strong county tournament to get us to the regionals! 
  
Year 10 Netball Squad  are a team with much potential ev ident f rom their performance in the May 
Dent County tournament on Saturday 21st March. Emma Sayce and Jess Hamilton-Webb team up 
superbly as our shooters, whilst Laura Sargison, Gabbie Francis and Fiona Robertson combine to 
link the attack and defence together. Charlie Bowers, Beth Hawling and Ellie Moss are an            
outstanding def ence whom scare many teams with their dominant circle play. Wins have been     
recorded over Cotswold, Kings, with narrow def eats to Dean Close and CLC. Please come training 
next year girls and the results will be even better!!! 
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On Tuesday  10th March Bournside hosted a Year 3 Primary Sports Hall Athletics Festival. We ran an 
ev ent in the morning for St Marks, St James, Bettridge and Warden Hill and an event in the          
afternoon for Greatf ield Park the other half of Warden Hill and Belmont Schools.  
 
There were 10 f ield ev ents that the students worked their way  round each led by Year 11 students. 
Our sports leaders were a credit to the School they had boundless enthusiasm and lots of  strategies 
f or keeping all the 200+ primary students activ e and involv ed all the time.  
 
Well done to all inv olved. 

by Mrs Birks 
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The U13 netball club has continued to flourish. Thirty  girls regularly  attend netball club on Wednes-
days after school. The standard of  play has continued to improv e and the results of the matches are 
as f ollows:- 

Won          Drew          Lost 
                  A Team             8                /                 2 
                    
                  B Team             4                /                 2 
 
The U13 play ers beat many of the schools convincingly. The shoots Annabel Sherry, Nicole Tho-
mas, Elizabeth Dick, Becky Hutchings, and Eleanor Crozier have regularly practised and their eff orts 
hav e paid off in the matches. 
After the success of last year, we were the team to beat. Our two losses were against our close ri-
v als, Pates and     Chosen Hill on the return fixture. Our aim next season will be to play  better def en-
siv e team work and patterns of passing down court. 
A f ew girls were selected for the satellite Academy and are doing well. They are Nicole Thomas, 
Georgina Ferne, and Dusty Baxter-Wright. 
The U13 District Tournament was held on the 16th March at Pates. All of  the teams played each 
other and the shield was giv en to the team with the most points. We beat St. Edwards, Balcarras, 
Cotswold school and Winchcombe. A draw with CLC proved to be costly. Two close losses against 
Pates and Chosen Hill meant we finished fourth out of eight. The winners were Chosen Hill who we 
lost 4-6 to. It was a tournament that we would so nearly have claimed the top spot. A few injuries 
during the tournament put the shield out of reach. 
The squad were:- Dusty  Baxter-Wright, Mika Frances, Millie Wood, Nicole Thomas, Annabel Sherry , 
Megan Pontson, Harriet Sawle, Ellen Smith, Charlotte Marsden and Georgina Ferne. 
Well done to all of the netball club play ers on an excellent y ears work. We must look forward to Sep-
tember 2009. 
 
U12 District Netball Tournament Report 
Squad members:- Betty Kapumba, Laura Field, Hannah Sargison, Lisa Hocking, April Symes, Alicia 
Joy nes, Katie Pointer, Holly Winstone, Laura Poulson and Shu Shu Zhao. 
The tournament was held on the 23rd of  March at Bournside. The weather was windy, cold and wet. 
The girls play ed good netball in v ery difficult conditions. They beat Pittville 6-0, Cleeve 2-1 and St. 
Edwards 5-1. we drew with Pates 2-2 and our total points score meant we were top of our section. 
We then met Balcarras in the semi-f inal and won 2-1. The f inal was Bournside versus Cleev e. On 
this meeting we lost1-3 and so were runners up overall. Excellent effort and play was made by the 
whole squad. A big thank you must be conv eyed to Mrs. Sargison (parent) f or umpiring, and Jessica 
Hamilton-Webb and Fiona Robertson for their help on the day . May  I also say a big thank you to the 
many  parents who supported the girls. Well done to you all.   

L Potts 
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A group of  40 students and 5 staff hit the slopes of         
Lermoos in Austria in February half term. The group had 6 
f un f illed days of sun and  
snow. 

 
If  you are interested in the  
next ski trip then look out 
f or inf ormation in the PE 
department. 
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